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This participation mystique exists between parents and
children. A well-known example of it is the stepmother
who identifies herself with the daughter, and, through her,
marries the son-in-law; or the father who thinks he is con*
sidering his son's welfare when he naively forces him to carry
out his (the father's) wishes, for instance, in marriage, or in
the choice of his profession. Conversely, the son who
identifies himself with the father is an equally well-known
figure. But there is an especially close bond between mother
and daughter, which in certain cases is clearly demonstrable
by the association method. Although the participation
mystique is an unconscious fact to the person concerned,
he none the less feels the change when it no longer exists.
There is always a certain difference between the psychology
of a man whose father is still living and one whose father is
dead. So long as a participation mystique with the parents
persists, a relatively infantile mode of life will be maintained.
Through the participation mystique the person's life is
influenced by unconscious motivation, for which, since it is
unconscious, no responsibility is felt. Because of the infantile
uncpnsciousness the burden of life is easier or at least seems
so. One is not alone, but exists unconsciously within a group
of two or three. In imagination the son is in the mother's
lap, protected by the father. The father is born again
in the son, and is thus at "the entrance at least of eternal
life. The mother has rejuvenated the father in the youth-
ful husband, and therefore has not lost her youth- I need not
cite examples from primitive psychology. A reference to
them must suffice.
With the widening and growth of consciousness all this
drops away. The extension of the parental imagines
over the world, or rather, the world breaking in, as it were,
upon the mists of childhood, severs the unconscious union
with the parents. This process is even carried out con-
sciously in the primitive rites of initiation. The parental
archetype is thus driven into the background; it is no longer

